Date: 27 May, 2026

Press Note

NEP Saarthi Leads Green Change: Seeds of Sustainability Sown at Open

University

Patiala: The Department of Sociology, Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Punjab State Open University,
Patiala, in collaboration with CIQA , organised a Plantation Drive and Seed Distribution
Programme under the NEP Saarthi initiative, promoting environmental awareness and
community participation. Saplings were planted at selected locations, and seeds were

distributed among participants to encourage eco-friendly practices at the household level.

The event was conducted in partnership with Sehar — Seeds for Hope, an initiative led by
young environmentalist Prabhsehar Kaur, which works to nurture environmental

consciousness and sustainable practices at the community level.

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Rattan Singh appreciated the initiative and stated that such
programmes are highly useful in promoting environmental awareness and community
responsibility. Registrar Sh. Baljit Singh Khehra highlighted the importance of environmental
initiatives in building a sustainable future. Dr. Kuldip Walia, Director, CIQA, expressed
appreciation for the initiative and reiterated the importance of sustainability-driven

institutional practices.

The programme was successfully organised under the coordinatorship of Dr.
Shefali Bedi, NEP Saarthi Coordinator, and Dr. Karan Sukhija, Head, Planning and Monitoring
Cell. Dr. Dharminder, Dr. Sukhdev, Sh. Harpreet Singh, and Sukhpreet Kaur were present on

the occasion.Dr. Kuldip Walia, Director, CIQA, extended support to the initiative.
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